
Tribal Interests 
Key Message: 

We recognize the unique relationship between the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe (LLBO) and the 
Chippewa National Forest in that lands within the Reservation Boundary almost entirely overlap 
those within the National Forest Boundary. Tribal members are not visitors or users of the Forest; 
this is their home. General trust responsibilities and obligations are in large part met by national 
forests through compliance with laws and regulations relevant to federal land management. Many 
of these laws and regulations include specific provisions for consulting with American Indian 
Tribal governments. Conducting meaningful consultation is one key to fulfilling general trust 
responsibilities. The Chippewa National Forest has made a special effort to work with the Leech 
Lake Band of Ojibwe who exercise treaty rights affected by the Regional Forester’s decision. 

The Plan: 
 supports Tribal Treaty Rights, and provides for other activities and uses deemed 

important by those tribal members using the forest for a wide variety of reasons 
 sustains those values held important by tribal members 

Changes from the Proposed Plan: 

Desired Conditions and Objectives were added to further clarify the Forest’s role in 
maintaining treaty rights and coordinating with Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe (the Band). 

Maps include reservation boundaries and the FEIS section on areas of high interest to the 
Band has been expanded. 

Many of the Band’s concerns such as increases in pine types, increased within stand 
diversity, reductions in aspen and reductions in fragmentation were incorporated into the 
Draft Plan. Land Suitability Classes were changed to reflect different management 
emphasis in areas of special interest to LLBO members. 

Changes between the Draft Plan and the Revised Plan further address resource concerns 
raised by the Band including reductions in the amount of clearcutting, increased direction 
for non-native invasive species, reductions in fragmentation and increases in patch sizes, 
limits to RMV travel and reductions in the amount of available deer and beaver habitat 


